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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 1 OF 2 MEXICO 2102 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SGEN, AORG 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S SPEECH ON WORLD CONFERENCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR (WCIWY) 

1. TEXT OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S SPEECH OF FEBRUARY 15 
CONCERNING WCIWY FOLLOWS. ON THIS OCCASION, AS MOST, 
ECHEVERRIA EXTEMPROIZED AND HE HAS THE UNFORTUNATE HABIT OF 
ALLOWING HIS THOUGHTS TO RUN AHEAD OF HIS TONGUE WITH MANY 
PARENTHETICAL INSERTIONS IN THE MIDDLE OF SENTENCES. ACCORD- 
INGLY, SOME OF HIS STATEMENTS DO NOT MAKE SENSE ALTHOUGH THE 
GENERAL INTENT IS USUALLY DISCERNIBLE. THE TEXT WHICH FOL- 
LOWS IN INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION IS, OF COURSE, 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. TEXT: 


A. WITH A MOST FRIENDLY. AFFECTIONATE GREETING, WITH 
GREAT RESPECT, I HOPE YOU WILL ALLOW ME TO ADDRESS TO YOU 
SOME REFLECTIONS ON THIS TRANSCENDENTAL EVENT THAT WILL OCCUR 
IN MEXICO IN MID-JUNE OF THIS YEAR, THE DELIBERATIONS AND 
CONCLUSIONS OF WHICH WILL REACH THE WHOLE WORLD. 
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B. MY PRESENT WORDS WILL BE SOMETHING LIKE A PRE- 
VIEW, A SKETCH WHICH SHOULD MATURE. . .INTO. . . MY 
PROPOSALS TO THE DELEGATION OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO WILL 
REPRESENT MEXICO AT THE CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S YEAR. 

C. IN THE FIRST PLACE, I BELIEVE THAT IF IT IS NOT 

TO BE FUTILE AND OF FLEETING VALUE, THE MEETING MUST BECOME 
AN EVENT WHICH HAS POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS, PURELY POLITI- 
CAL, IN THE RICH AND INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, IN THE HEART 
OF THE GREAT NUCLEAR POWERS WHICH TRY TO DIVIDE THE WORLD 
INTO SPHERES OF INFLUENCE, IN THE HEART OF THE COUNTRIES 
WHICH MAKE UP THREE-FOURTHS OF HUMANITY: THE POOR COUNTRIES, 
THE NON -INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, THE COUNTRIES WHICH PRO- 
DUCE RAW MATERIALS, THOSE IN WHICH THE RATE OF POPULATION 
GROWTH IS GREATEST, THOSE WHICH WE CALL UNDERDEVELOPED OR 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

D. IT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GREAT COUNTRIES 

WHERE THERE IS A CONSUMER SOCIETY, WHERE MANY PHENOMENA OF 
MORAL AND PYSICAL CRISIS HAVE BROUGHT AMONG OTHER THINGS 
SPECIFIC RIGHTS-MANY OF THEM JUST AND UNDERSTANDABLE - 
FOR WOMEN AND OTHERS IN WHICH MERELY UTILITARIAN AND 
DEHUMANIZED WAYS OF LIFE HAVE PRODUCED UNJUST PHYSICAL AND 
SOCIAL AND WORKING CONDITIONS -IF, I SAY, THERE IS AN 
EFFORT SIMPLY TO TRANSFORM THIS INTERNATIONAL FORUM IN 
MID-JUNE IN MEXICO INTO A FORUM FOR DENOUNCING AND DEMAND- 
ING RECTIFICATION OF INJUSTICES FOR GROUPS WHICH CERTAINLY 
DESERVE THIS BECAUSE OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN, IT 
WILL BE, IN MY OPINION, OF LIMITED VALUE AND USELESS. 

E. TO MY WAY OF THINKING - AND THESE ARE THE REFLEC- 
TIONS WHICH WE WILL CONSIDER AT GREATER DEPTH WITH THE 
MEXICAN DELEGATION-IF THIS CONFERENCE DOES NOT CONTRI 
BUTE TO A GREATER CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE NEED FOR BETTER 
ORGANIZATION IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN RICH AND POOR 
COUNTRIES, BETWEEN THE INDUSTRIALIZED AND NON-INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES, MANY OF THE ASPIRATIONS FOR JUSTICE FOR WOMEN 
WILL BE SET BACK IN MOST OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 

BECAUSE THE UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION IS 
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REFLECTED- WE ALL KNOW THIS- IN EVERY HOME, EVERY SCHOOL, 
EVERY FACTORY, EVERY LABORATORY, EVERY HOSPITAL, EVERY STREET. 
NO WOMAN IS MORE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST THAN SHE WHO DOES 
NOT HAVE BREAD OR A SCHOOL OR MEDICINE FOR HER CHILDREN. 

THAT IS THE WORST FORM OF EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION 
FOR WOMEN. THE OTHER (FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION) WHICH MAY 
BE VERY IMPORTANT ARE NOT SO OUTSTANDING AS THOSE WHICH 
RESULT FROM THE UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION, 
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WHICH ARE REFLECTED AS A PREPONDERANT FACTOR IN THE IN 
EQUITABLE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RELATIONS, EXTERNAL AND 
INTERNAL, OF EACH COUNTRY. 

F. MENTIONED HERE EARLIER- AND HOW GOOD THIS IS, 

BECAUSE IT HAS NOT BEEN THE WORK OF MEXICO ALONE AND MUCH 
LESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF MEXICO- WAS THE CHARTER OF THE 
ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES; IT HAS BEEN RECALLED 
THAT WE LAID THE BASIS FOR THE CHARTER IN CHILE IN APRIL 

1972 WHEN A FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT AND COUNTRY WHICH ALREADY 
SUFFERED FROM ADMITTED FOREIGN INTERVENTION, WHERE THERE 
HAD APPEARED A MODEL OF LIBERTY, OF INDEPENDENT DEVELOPMENT, 
WHICH SUCCUMBED UNDER PRESSURE AND INTERVENTIONS SO 
ACKNOWLEDGED AND SO NAIVE AND SO COUNTERPRODUCTIVE IN INTER 
NATIONAL RELATIONS. FOR THESE REASONS WE EAGERLY ACCEPTED 
THE INVITATION FROM PRESIDENT SALVADOR ALLENDE AND IN A 
CONFERENCE HELD AT THE SAME TIME, PROPOSED THE CHARTER OF 
THE ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES WHICH IS ANTI- 
INTERVENTIONIST, WHICH FIGHTS- IT IS AS YET JUST A DOCU- 
MENT, JUST A DECLARATION WHICH SHOULD BECOME A POLITICAL 
CONVICTION THROUGHOUT THE WORLD- FOR THE TRANSFER OF 
TECHNOLOGY, FOR THE TRANSFER OF CAPITAL, FOR A SENSE OF 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WHICH AVOIDS WAR WITHOUT POLITICAL 
INTERVENTION, WITHOUT THE INTRUSION OF THE GREAT POWERS INTO 
THE DEVELOPED OR UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES MAKING USE OF 
PROPAGANDA, OF ALL MANNER OF INTRIGUE AND INTERNATIONAL 
ESPIONAGE, OF PRESSURES UPON SMALL GROUPS- SOMTIMES SUB- 
VERSIVE AND SOMETIMES OLIGARCHICAL AND PRIVILEGED WITHIN 
OUR COUNTRIES— IN THE EVENT, IT DOES NOT MATTER WHICH 
-IN AN ANTI-NATIONALISTIC ATTITUDE AGAINST WHICH THE 
GREAT MAJORITY OF THE PEASANTS, WORKERS, THE PROGRESSIVE 
MIDDLE CLASS, THE INTELLECTURALS, THE PROFESSIONALS, AND 
THE ARTISTS WHO ARE NOT AFRAID OF SOCIAL CHANGE HAVE TO 
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FIGHT. 

G. IF THE FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR IS SIMPLY CONVERTED, THROUGH INTERNA- 
TIONAL DIVERSIONARY INTERESTS, INTO A MERE FORUM FOR THE 
VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST 
IN THE RICH COUNTRIES, IN A MERE EXPOSITION OF POLITICAL, 
ECONOMIC, SEXUAL, OR CULTURAL PROBLEMS, IT WILL FAIL. 

#. WE NEED- THESE ARE MY PRELIMINARY REFLECTIONS 
-TO ESTABLISH THE MEXICAN DELEGATION PROMPTLY TO STUDY 
THESE PROBLEMS IN DEPTH IN ORDER TO HAVE A MEXICAN THESIS, 

DEEP AND VALUABLE, WHICH WILL BECOME A PART OF THE CONFERENCE; 
IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE CONTRIBUTE TOWARD THE CREATION OF 
CONFIDENCE IN THE ONE HUNDRED FORTY ODD DELEGATIONS WHICH 
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WILL COME FROM NEARLY ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, 
INTEGRATED BY BOTH WOMEN AND MEN; WE NEED TO CONSCIENTIOUSLY 
REALIZE THE FACT THAT THERE NOT ONLY EXISTS THE POSSI 
BILITY OF A NUCLEAR WAR WITH SUCH CATASTROPHIC RESULTS AS 
WE CANNOT EVEN IMAGINE, BUT THAT THERE ALSO SUBSISTS- AS 
WE BRING CLOSER THE POSSIBILITY OF WAR-AN UNJUST SITUA- 
TION WHICH PROJECTS ITSELF INTO EACH SCHOOL, INTO EACH HOME, 

INTO EACH UNION, INTO EACH AGRARIAN COMMUNITY, IN SLUMS, 

WITHIN THE MARGINAL ZONES OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE THIRD 
WORLD, IN OUR FIELDS, EVERYWHERE IN COUNTRIES OF THE THIRD 
WORLD WHERE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS ARE THE MOST LACERATING. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 2 MEXICO 2102 

I. WE FREQUENTLY SPEAK OF THIS DOCUMENT WHICH, LAST 
DECEMBER, AFTER THE MEXICAN PROPOSAL OF APRIL 1972, WAS 
APPROVED BY THE UNITED NATIONS. THE UNITED NATIONS IS 
CARRYING OUT NOBLE EFFORTS, MANY OF THEM CERTAINLY NEITHER 
FRUITFUL NOR USEFUL SINCE THE UNITED NATIONS WAS THE CONSE- 
QUENCE OF WAR AND GREAT INTERNATION POWERS GO BEYOND THE 
ORGANIZATION FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF FORMS OF PEACE OR OF WAR; 
AND IN ORDER TO SURVIVE, THE ORGANIZATION MUST SEEK VITAL 
PRETEXTS, NOBLE VITAL PRETEXTS SUCH AS THE WORLD POPULATION 
CONGRESS, THE CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR, 
CONTAINING MANY ASPECTS OF ITS OWN STRUGGLE, SUCH AS THE 
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APPROVAL OF THE CHARTER OF THE ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
OF THE STATES. 

J. IN SUMMARY, WHAT I WANTED TO TELL YOU IS THAT 

SHOULD THE MEXICAN DELEGATION, UNITED TO THE DELEGATIONS OF 
OTHER UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES OR OF THOSE IN THE PROCESS 
OF DEVELOPMENT SUCH AS MEXICO, NOT BE ABLE TO UNDERLINE THE 
FACT THAT THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD ARE INTERESTED IN A MORE 
BALANCEDDR, EQUITABLE ORGANIZATION, ONE A LITTLE LESS UNJUST, 
MANY OF THE DEMANDS, A PART OF THE NOBLE DEMANDS WHICH THE 
WOMEN OF THE WORLD MIGHT MAKE WILL NOT BE FRUITFUL, WILL 
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NOT ACHIVE THE PROGRESS FOR THE WORLD WHICH WE MEXICANS 
WHO HAVE EMERGED FROM OUR OWN SOCIAL REVOLDTION WANT FOR 
THE WORLD. 

K. MANY OF THE UNJUST SITUATION, THOSE PRIVILEGES 

OF SMALL MINORITIES WHO HAVE ACCESS TO THE SOURCES OF 
WEALTH OR OF EDUCATION, AND ALL THOS UNJUST SITUATIONS 
SUFFERED BY THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE 
THIRD WORLD ARE INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH ECONOMIC EXCHANGE, 
WITH COMERCIAL RELATIONS, WITH UNJUST FORMS FOR THE TRANS- 
FER OF TECHNOLOGY, WITH THE SURVIVAL OF THAT WHICH MARIA 
LA VALLE URBINA SAID SO APTLY OF FORMS FOR ECONOMIC PREDOMI- 
NANCE AFTER HE WORLD IN EFFECT WISHED- UPON TERMINATION 
OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR-TO TERMINATE POLITICAL COLONIALISM. 
AND THAT IS THE FIGHT WE ARE CARRYING OUT NOW. 

L. WITHIN THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES THERE DO NOT EXIST 
SUFFICIENT ECONOMIC RESOURCES FOR BETTER SEEDS, FOR MORE 
FERTILIZERS, FOR BETTER AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, FOR HOUSING 
PROGRAMS FOR THE FARMERS, DUE TO THE UNJUST INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC SITUATION CAUSED BY RELATED INTERNATIONAL EXPLOITA 
TIONS. THERE DO NOT EXIST SUFFICIENT TAX RESOURCES FOR 
READING AND WRITING CAMPAIGNS OR FOR MORE NORMAL SCHOOLS, 

OR FOR THE GREATER PRODUCTION OF TEACHERS AND THE BUILDING 
OF A GREATER NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, DUE TO INEQUITABLE INTERNA- 
TIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS. THERE IS NO UNDERSTANDING 
WITHIN THE OLIGARCHEES OF OUR COUNTRIES, INGENIOUSLY CLING 
ING TO ANTIQUATED ECONOMIC PRIVILEGES; THERE IS NO 
COMPREHENSION BECAUSE THEY ARE EITHER CONSCIOUSLY OR 
UNCONSCIOUSLY, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, ALIGNED TO INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC INTERESTS WHICH OF SOURSE HAVE NO SENSI- 
TIVITY, WHICH CANNOT CONSIDER WITH SYMPATHY, NOR EVEN HAVE 
THE ELEMENTAL CAPACITY OF FORESIGHT WITH RELATION TO THE 
ANXIETIES FOR BALANCED ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF COUNTRIES IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT OR WHICH ARE 
UNDERDEVELOPED WHO ARE ENDEAVORING TO ACHIEVE INTERNAL 
SOCIAL PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


M. THIS MEANS THAT THESE PRIOR REFLECTIONS, LADY 
COMPANIONS AND FRIENDS, WHICH WE SHALL DISCUSS AFTER PRO- 
POSING THEM TO THE MEXICAN DELEGATION WHO IN OUR NAME SHALL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ASSIST AT THE CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR, 

ARE DIRECTED TOWARD BECOMING, AS THEY NOW ARE- AND WE 
RECOGNIZE THE FACT THAT FOR THE TIME BEING THEY ARE SO, 

WITHOUT HAVING OTHER ILLUSIONS, WITHOUT MIRAGES, WITHOUT 
SEPARATING OURSELVES FROM REALITY AND WITH OUR FEET FIRMLY 
ON THE GROUND-FROM A PURELY DECLARATORY DOCUMENT INTO A 
MILITANT POLITICAL DOCUMENT NOT ONLY WITHIN THE BOSOM OF 
EVERY NATION, WHETHER POOR OR EXPLOITED, OR EACH PROLETARIAT 
OR MARGINAL COUNTRY, OF THOSE IN LATIN AMERICA OR IN ASIA 
OR AFRICA, AND PERHAPS ALREADY SOME IN EUROPE WHICH ARE 
ALREADY SUFFERING DUE TO THE LACK OF FUELS, BUT ALSO WITHIN 
THOSE GREAT NATIONS WITHIN WHICH WE CANNOT CONCEIVE THAT 
NUCLEAR WAR IS IN REALITY AN IDEA WITH WHICH THEY 
SYMPATHIZE NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT THAT THEY ARE PRE- 
PARING FOR IT. 

N. I BELIEVE THAT THE MOST DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ARE 

THOSE WOMEN, THOSE MOTHERS AND TEACHERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
WHO KNOW THAT THERE EXISTS THE POSSIBILITY OF A NUCLEAR WAR 
WHICH WOULD DESTROY THE VERY SOURCES OF LIFE. 

O. BUT I DO NOT WISH TO GO ON TOO LONG. I CONGRATU- 
LATE YOU ON THE FACT THAT THIS HAS NOT BEEN A POLITICAL 
MEETING. IT HAS BEEN A SERENE REUNION, A REFLEXIVE ONE. I 
CONGRATULATE YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE HERE- CLOSE TO WOMEN WHO 
FOR MANY DECADES HAVE MEANT SUCH A VALUABLE AND SUCH A 
RESPECTABLE AND SUCH A USEFUL FEMININE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
CIVIL, POLITICAL AND CULTURAL LIFE OF MEXICO-MANY YOUNG 
WOMEN ANXIOUS TO PARTICIPATE, PERPARING YOURSELVES TO MAKE 
YOUR OWN VALUABLE CONTIBUTION. AND CLOSE TO THEM, PEASANTS 
WHO THROUGH THEIR REACTION AGAINST BEING CONSIGNED TO A 
MARGINAL SITUATION ARE, AS HAPPENS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD - 
SINCE THIS PHENOMENON IS TAKING PLACE IN OTHER COUNTRIES- 
EACH DAY BECOMING BETTER PREPARED, IN GREATHER NUMBER AND 
WITH HIGHER QUALITY TO ATTEND TO THE LACERATING PROBLEMS OF 
THE FIELDS. 

P. WE ARE ALL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT HALF, OR PER- 
HAPS A LITTLE MORE THAN HALF OF MEXICAN CHILDREN ARE BORN 
WITHOUT PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL ATTENTION. HOW DISCRIMINATED 
AGAINST ARE WOMEN WHO SUFFER THIS SITUATION: THE MOTHERS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF THOSE CHILDREN* AND THERE EXISTS AN ECONOMIC PROBLEM 
AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS, A PROBLEM FOR GIVING IMPETUS TO 
THE NUMBER OF MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 
MEDICAL DOCTORS. AND BEHIND THIS THERE EXIST INTERNA- 
TIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS, THE COST OF THE MACHINERY 
WHICH WE IMPORT, THE VALUE OF THE RAW MATERIAL WHICH WE 
ARE TRYING TO DEFEND AND OUR STRUGGLE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY, NOT ONLY WITH THOSE WHO LIKE US ARE TRYING 
TO DEFEND THEMSELVES WITHIN AN AGGRESSIVE WORLD, THAT 
AGGRESSIVE WORLD OF THOSE WHO ARE ENDEAVORING TO DISPUTE 
WORLD PRIMACY, BUT ALSO WITH FARMERS, WITH LABORERS, WITH 
INTELLECTUALS, WITH THE GREAT POPULAR MASSES WHOSE WORK 
IS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF IN ITS SURPLUS VALUE IN ORDER TO 
PRODUCE THE ARMS WHICH ARE MEANT TO BE USED, SOONER OR 
LATER, TO DISTURB WORLD PEACE AND TO SEEK IMPERIAL SUPERIOR- 
ITY WITH ONE OR ANOTHER SORT OF IDEA: AT THE BOTTOM, IT 
IS THE SAME PHENOMENON, AS WE WHO BELONG TO COUNTRIES OF 
THE THIRD WORLD SEE IT. 

Q. I CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE HIGH QUALITY OF THIS 
REUNION, ON ITS HETEROGENEITY, ON THE DIVERSE ORGINS OF 
IT PARTICIPANTS. 

R. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO MEET IN MANY MEETINGS, 

PRACTICING A DOCTRINE OF EXCHANGE OF IDEAS, OF CORDIAL 
DIALOGUE, IN ORDER TO CONTINUE TALKING ABOUT ALL THESE 
THINGS FROM WHICH WE HAVE SO MUCH TO LEARN ONE FROM THE 
OTHER: THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE AND THE PEOPLE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

S. UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN. END TEXT. 

JOVA 
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